Curing T-Top Rattles on a 4th Gen Camaro – ’01 SS
The following steps have successfully cured almost all the noise from the t-tops on my ’01 SS with 20k miles, and continue to work down to the low teens in temperature.  The car came with the Bilstein Ultra suspension, followed by a BMR STB and weld-in SFCs within 2-3k miles.  All of the rattles began later on.  All of the seals have been lubed with dielectric grease routinely.    As the car continues to age, I expect this will be something of a work in progress, but variations on these themes should take care of it.  


[image: image13.jpg]



C-clip pliers and c-clip removed from t-top handle.  Get one of the plier kits that have several tips to choose from because the angle is tough.  I got mine at Autozone for about $12.  You can do it with a very thin bladed screwdriver, but the risk of scratching the plastic is higher. Once you get the clip off, pull off the handle.
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You can get this adhesive foam at a Michaels craft store for $0.69.  For work on mechanisms inside the plastic cover, this will work better than the soft half of self-stick Velcro because it is thinner and compresses a bit more.
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Remove the two screws that hold the plastic cover on, and lift the cover off. There is a small shelf in the handle hole.  Fit a piece of the self-stick foam here to cushion the plastic against the handle shaft.  Use a little super glue to hold it better.
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The two ribs highlighted by the brackets get a strip of the self-stick foam, but not over their entire length.  See the next photo.
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Rib Side-view.  Note how the foam wraps underneath the lip at the bottom of the rib near the glass – there are tabs on the plastic cover that fit in here.  This is why you only take the foam a little over half-way up the rib.  If you go all the way up, you have to stretch the plastic tabs on the cover due to the added thickness from the foam.  While the tabs are not fragile, they won’t take a lot of stress either, and you will probably pop them on and off a few times until you nail all of the rattles.  Don’t force the cover back on – drop it over the handle hole, watching that you don’t knock off the foam piece you placed on the small shelf, and gently pull the edge nearest the glass out from the support ribs until the tabs slip into place without being bent in the process.  These steps should largely solve rattling of the plastic cover.  But don’t stop here…
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Place small foam strips on the three metal bulges on the inside edge of the t-top that fits into the center rail.  More rattles gone.  But that’s not all…
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Get some self-stick Velcro, and fit small pieces of the soft half on the outside surface of each inside corner on both t-tops.  The picture shows the corner that goes near the rear view mirror on the passenger t-top.  I used Velcro here instead of the foam because the adhesive is much stronger and it is thicker.  

Enjoy!
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